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It is with great pleasure that I address the World Congress "Aristotle 2400
years", meticulously organized by the “Interdisciplinary Centre for Aristotle
Studies" of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki.

Aristotle was the greatest of philosophers and a truly universal scientist. In
particular, the breadth of Aristotle’s scientific interests remains unparalleled
in the universal history of thought.

We often praise the unique breadth of Aristotle’s interest in a range of
disciplines. Yet, perhaps we do not emphasize enough the fact that essentially
he established the majority of these disciplines. Indeed, Aristotle virtually laid
the foundations of ethics, sociology, political science, aesthetics, literary and
rhetorical studies, logic, philosophy of mathematics, ontology, psychology,
biology, meteorology, and astronomy, among others.

His distinctive virtue of being the founder of such a large number of
disciplines gives rise to the question of how we should approach Aristotle's
work today. Is his work of mere historical importance? Should we approach
him with the respect owed to a pioneer? Or perhaps is Aristotle a thinker
whose work remains relevant even at the present time? Can we perhaps
nowadays, being citizens of the 2Ist century, enter into a dialogue with
Aristotle’s thought and challenge it? Could Aristotle teach us something even
this present age?

The answer is explicitly and unequivocally “yes”. In an impressive host of
scientific disciplines, Aristotle remains an absolutely contemporary thinker,
an intellectual landmark that no serious scholar in the respective fields can
afford to ignore, without first having to challenge both his work and the
scientific truth itself in terms of its intended end. This intended end consists in
the endorsement of falsification as the lever for seeking the final scientific
truth.

I'll start with my own scientific discipline, Law. We know that Aristotle did
not write a treatise specifically focused on law. However, in his monumental
work on moral philosophy, the "Nicomachean Ethics", he devotes a whole
book, namely Book V, to the analysis of justice. The conceptual distinctions
introduced in this book remain unsurpassed. Thus, the fundamental
distinctions between distributive and corrective justice retain their timeliness
intact, and an entire



branch of political philosophy is dedicated to the theoretical elaboration of
these concepts. In the same Book, Aristotle develops his famous theory about
"equity", i.e. the virtue that allows the judge to correct the gaps, which the
Law necessarily admits due to its unavoidable generality. This generality
ensures the commitment of the Law to the implementation of the equality
principle per se, since this principle is not compatible with an ad hoc
regulation of individual actions. Equally timely are Aristotle’s analyses, both
in the "Nicomachean Ethics" and in his "Politics", of the role of the judge,
whom he understands as the "animate Law" (lex animata).

Since I referred to “moral philosophy”, it should be stressed that in this
particular discipline Aristotle is to date the leading light. His contribution
could be compared only with that of Kant’s. However, since the second half
of the 20th century to date, moral philosophy has made a comeback, with an
increasingly strong interest in Aristotelian ethics as an alternative solution to
the apparent or real dead ends of modern thought. This is because in contrast
to modern ethics that focus primarily - by definition - to the concepts of
individuality and duty, Aristotelian thought is built on the concepts of
happiness and practicable good, bringing to the fore intellectual potentialities
that had been obscured for centuries.

We must not forget, when seeking after the roots of Aristotelian thought, that
the Aristotelian writings began with the famous "Organon", i.e. his theory of
logic. Upon realizing that Aristotle virtually establishes and completes the
propositional logic ex nihilo, we start feeling the physical symptoms of
dizziness. Although modern logic includes disciplines that the works of
Aristotle did not comprise — I refer to Frege’s predicate logic as well as to the
contemporary connection between logic and mathematics — the hard core of
Aristotelian logic remains unchanged up to date “and is compiled rather for an
everlasting possession, than to be rehearsed for a prize” (Thucydides in the
translation of Thomas Hobbes).

It would be impossible to conclude this extremely brief account of the
timeliness of Aristotelian thought without mentioning the science that
Aristotle called "first philosophy (prote philosophia)" or simply "wisdom
(sophia)." 1 obviously refer to Aristotle’s treatise “Metaphysics”, which has
defined, more than any other piece of work, Western thought: “Metaphysics”
is the work where he expounds his ontology and the substance theory. We
could say that the philosophy of the 20th Century is "haunted" by the effort to
understand this unrivalled book.

I would love to continue this discussion on the timeliness of Aristotle’s
thinking in the context of contemporary sciences and, more broadly, of
theoretical discourse. I will not do so not only because I am fully aware of my
limited potential to highlight the range of Aristotle’s intellect, but also
because I am sure that this will be accomplished in depth in the context of the
presentations to be held at this Congress, which I wholeheartedly welcome.
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Me waitepn yopd amevboveo Beppd  yopetiopd oto IMaykdopo Zvvédpro
«Aprototédng 2400 Xpovio» 10 omoio, HE TEPIGOT GPOVTION, OLOPYOVMOVEL TO
«Atemommpovikd Kévtpo  Apiototehikdv  Meketdvny  tov  ApiototeAreiov

[Movemotpiov ®eccalovikng.

O AptototéAng vanpéev o PEYIOTOG TOV PIAOCOP®V KoL TPOLYLOTIKOG TAVETIOTHUOVOG.
YUYKEKPIUEVA, 1] EVPVTNTA TOV ETICTNUOVIKMOV EVOLOQEPOVIOV TOV APICTOTEAN dEV

€xeL Opo1d TG 6TV 1oTopia TN TOYKOGULOG CKEYNG.

Yuovnbwg efaipovpe 1O yeyovdg OTL 0 AploToTEANG  evoweépOnke Yo €va
neSlOYVOOTIKOV avTIKEWEVOY pHovadikng gvputnroc. Kai, iomg, dev tovifovpe
6compénel T0 yeyovog OTL, OVCLOCTIKAOG, Ogpelimoe TV TAEOVOTNTO OVTOV TOV
emotuov. [pdypat,, o ApiototéAng €xel, kot’ ovciov, BEGEL TIG EMOTNUOVIKES
Bacelg g moltewoloyiag, TG NOKNAG, TG KOW®VIOAOYidG, TNG ooONTIKNG,
cloyoteyviog, TG AOYIKNG, TG PIAOGOPING TOV LAONUATIKAOV, TNG OVTOAOYIOG, TNG

youyoloyiag, Tng ProAoyiog, g Hetemporoyiag, TG aoTpovopiag, kot oyt Lovov.

Avt 1 101010 TOL BepeMmTN VOGS TOGO PEYAAOV TANOOVS EMGTHUAOV dNUIOVPYEL,
EVAOYMG, TO EPAOTNUO YO TO TAOC TPEMEL VO TPOGEYYICOVUE GNUEPO TO £PYO TOV
Apiototéhovg. Elvat, dpaye, n onpacio tov kabapd 1otopikng taéng; Tpénet, dpaye,
VO TOV TPOGEYYIGOVUE [E TOV GERAGUO TOL OQEilOLUE G Evav TPMOTOTOPO, G° EVOV
okamavéa;, 'H uqmomg o Apiototédng elvatl €vog 6ToYaoTNG, TOV OMOioL 1 OKEWT
ToPOUEVEL EMTKALPN aKOpO Kot onpepo; Mmopovpe dnlodn onuepa glels, ot Toliteg
70V 21%° cudva, vo GUVOLIAGOVLE LE THV OPLGTOTEMKT GKEYT KAl VoL AvopeTpNBovpE

pali me; Mmopel 0 AptototéAng va pog 6104Eet akdun Kot orjuepa;

H amdvtnon eivol éva pntod Kot Katnyopnuotiko vol. Ze PoV EVIVTOCIOKN TAEEO
EMOTNUOVIKOV Tedimv, 0 APIGTOTEANG TOPAUEVEL KOL CNUEPA EVOS OTOADTOC

eMiKapog O10von NG, £VOG TVELLOTIKOS 0YKOAMBOG Tov 0vdeic coPapdg pHehetntig oT



avtiotoro medio pmopel va mpoomepdost, diywg mponyovpuévas v’ avapetpndet poli
TOV OAAG KOl [E TNV EMOTNUOVIKY aAnbeia Katd tov mpoopicud tg. [Ipoopioud, o
omoiog ouvvioTtatol 6TV OmodoYN TNG EMGTNUOVIKNAG EMAADELONG ©C HOYAOV

avalNTNong g TEMKNG EMGTNUOVIKNG oA 0gtog.

Oa Eexvom pe TO O1KO LOV YVOOTIKO aVTIKEIpEVO, Ta vopukd. O Apiototédng dev
Eypaye PePaing avtotelés PiPiio mepl vopkng. Qotdc0, 101MG 6TO UVNUEIDOES
épyo tov mepi NONG riocopiog, ta «Hbixa Nikoudyeioy, aPlep®VeEL £V OAOKANPO
BpAio, o BifAio E’, oty avdivon g dikaiosvivng. Ot evvolohoyikég dlakpicelg mov
ewodyel ekel mapapévouv aéemépaotes. 'Etol, o1 Bepeldodelg dokpicels Tov HETAED
drovepNTIKNG Kot S10pHOTIKNG S1KOOcHVNG d1ATPOLY OKEPOL TNV ETKOPITNTE TOLG,
Kot €vag oAOKANPOoc KAGOOG TNG TOMTIKNG @Aocoeiag eival aplepouévog otnv
Bewpntiky enefepyoasio avTOV TOV gvvoldv. Xto 010 Piiio, o ApioToTEANG
avantiooel v mepipnun OBeswpion tov mepl ™G «emeikelogy, dMMAadN ekeivng ™G
OPETNG MOV EMITPENEL OTOV OKOOTH Vo dopbldvel ta kevd, To omoic. 0 VOUOC
AVOYKOOTIKOG 0modéyeTol e&attiog TG avamOPevKING YeVIKOTNTAG Tov. ['evikotntag,
N omoio Tov SGPAAILEL TNV TPOCHAWGT TOV GTNV EPAPLOYT TS APYNG TNG 16OTNTAG
Katé TV ovoia g, aeov 1 apy ovt) oev cvuPiPaleton pe v ad hoc pvbuion
atopk®v cvpmeprpopadv. E&icov emikapeg ivor ot avaidoelg Tov AptototéAong yio
0V pOAO TOV dkaoTN, T060 oto «Hbixa Nixoudyeion 660 Ko ota, «lloditikdy, TOV

01010 avTIAAUPBAVETOL O «ELYVYO VOLLOY.

Mg kot avagépbnka otnv MOk elhocogia, Ba mpéner vo tovicbel mwg otov
OLYKEKPIUEVO KAGOO 0 AploToTédng sivor ¢ onuepo Kopveoaiog dwovontng. H
onpacio tov Bo pmopovioe, evoeyouévms, vo cuykpiBel povo | vty tov Kavr.
Qo1660, and 10 deHTEPO UIGO TOL 20" aLva, MG Kot ofjuepa, 1 MOk eriocopia
EMOVEPYETAL, |1 OAOEVO KOl EVIOVOTEPO EVOLAPEPOV, GTNV OPLGTOTEAKT NOKN, MG Ll
EVOALOKTIKY] OEE000 améVavTl OTO. QOIVOUEVIKA 1 TPOyUHOTIKE odtEEoda g
vemtepikng okéyne. Kot avtd S0t 6° avrtiBeon pe 1t vewtepikn] MmOy, mov
EMKEVIPOVETAL —€§ OPIOHOV- TPOTIOCTMOG OTIG £VVOLEG TNG OTOMKOTNTOS KOl TOV
KaONKOVTOG, 1 0PloTOTEMKY] oKkéEYT YTileTal Tave oTIg £VVOlEG TG gudaIpoviaG Kot
TOV TPOKTOV oyoBov, EPVOVTAG OTO PG OVONTIKEG SVVATOTNTES OV &LV, Yol

ALOVEG, PEtVEL 0TO GKOTAOL.

Agv mpémer va Eeyvape, 6tav avalntoope v pilo ™G AploTOTEAIKNG OKEYNGS, OTL TO.

APLOTOTEAIKA Ypantd Eekvodv pe 1o mepipnuo «Opyavovy, dniadn v Bempio Tov



v ™ Aoywr. IIpoxodei, kKvplodektikdg, dtavontikd iAtyyo m dwmictwon 0Tl o
Ap1oToTEANG 13pVEL KO OAOKANPMVEL, OVGLOCTIKMOG, TNV TPOTUCGLOKY AOYIKN €K TOV
undevoc. MoAovott de m olOyypovn Aoykn meptapfdvel kot medio mov Ogv elye
ocvoumephdpel ota €pyo. TOL O APIOTOTEANG —OVOPEPOUOL OTNV  AOYIKN TOV
KATNYopnuUat@v Tov OpEyke Kot 6TNV cOYYPOVI GUVOEST AOYIKNG KOl LOOLOTIKMV- O
Baotkdg TuPNVOS TNG OPIGTOTEAKNG AOYIKNG TOPAUEVEL KOl GNUEPA OVOAAOIMTOG, EVal

TPOUYUOTIKO «KTHUO. EC OEL HOAAOV 1 Oy@DOVIGUO. EC TO TOPOYPHIUC OKODELVY.

Oa Mrav adbvato vo KAelow avt) TNy, opETIKA GUVTOUN, OVAPOPHE TNV
EMKAPOTNTA TNG OKEYNG TOV APLoTOTEAOVS, OlY®MG VO LVNUOVEDC® TNV EMGTHUN
ekelvn) mov 0 APIOTOTEANG OVOUAleEl «mpaty @ilocopioy 1M OTADS «oopioy

Avapépopat, TpoPavms, GTNV EMIGTNUN LE TNV OTOl0 KOTAYIVETOL TO £PY0 OV EYEL
kabopicel, 600 kovéva GAlo, tnv dutikn okéyn: To «Meta to pvoikay, £pyo GTO

omoio 0 ApPIOTOTEANG avamTOGGEL TNV OVIOAOYio TOL Kot Tn Bewpia TOL TEPL NG
; , o . . . .
ovociac. H ¢oihocopio tov 20 awdva eivar, Ba Aéyoape, «oTOrEWOUEVY Ond TNV

npoonadeio va kaTovon el avtd To, TPAYUATIKAOS ovumépPAnto, BiAio.

®a Nbelo WOAD va cuvveyio® TEPAUTEP® OVTN TNV OGLLNTNON OYETIKG HE TNV
EMKAPOTNTO TOV  OPIGTOTEAKOV  OTOXAGHOV OTO0 TAQICI0 T®V  GOYYpPOvVOV
EMGTNLOVIKAOV Ko, E0pUTEPQ, BepnTikdV avalnmoewv. Agv Ba to Tpdém Oyt povov
Yl &y TAPN EMiyvoon Tov opimv Hov ®¢ TPOog TNV ovadelEn tov €Hpovg Tng
OPLOTOTEAIKNG OKEYNG AL Kot 010Tt gipan BEPatog mwg avtd Ba kataotel Tpdén, o
peydio BéBog, 6To TANIGIO TOV OVOKOWVAOCE®Y OVTOD TOV GLVESPIOL, TO OTOI0 KOt

yopeTilo ekOHU®G.



