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In his study of the constitutions, Aristotle considers democracy as a deviant regime, which
corresponds to the correct regime which he calls "by the name common to all constitutions, namely a
politeia (polity)" (t0 kowov Ovoua macwv v moAwtewwv, Politics 111,7,1279a38). Such a
terminological choice is quite important, and I shall come back to this, especially since, according to
Aristotle, the right constitutions are prior to the deviant ones, and therefore, polity is prior to
democracy (Cf. II1,1,1275b1). According to the well-known Aristotelian distinction between what is
prior to us and what is prior by nature (or per se), a polity may come from a previous democracy
(priority to us), but democracy is a devation of a polity and not polity a deviation of a democracy
(priority by nature).

Aristotle is not the only one to criticize democracy. Socrates and Plato were also very critical. But, if
Aristotle shares some of their criticisms, he does not accept the main reproach they addressed to
democracy, namely that democracy is a bad regime because it gives power, or some power, to people
technically incapable of making right decisions because of their ignorance.

A deviant constitution

In Aristotle's classification of constitutions, then, that democracy be a deviant regime, means that a
legislator cannot consider he has accomplished his task well if the city he is dealing with has a
democratic regime. This means that democracy does not aim at the "common advantage", but is
directed towards the satisfaction of the interests of a given class, namely "the people" (démos). This
means also that the ruling part of the city does not take into account, or does not sufficiently take into
account, the point of view of the other classes, particularly that of the wealthy. A correct constitution,
on the other hand, is a constitution which, by its very functioning, speads virtue within the civic body,
making citizens more and more virtuous, and, by the same token, more and more happy. In principle,
then, a right constitution gives the power to virtuous people, their virtue being a special kind of virtue,
which Aristotle calls the "political virtue". What political virtue really means is a difficult question I
dont want to consider here.

There are three great kinds of right regime, namely kingship, oligarchy and polity, and, consequently,
three great kinds of deviant constitution, democracy, oligarchy and tyranny. Tyranny, however, can
hardly be considered a deviant constitution, since it is not a constituton at all : "tyranny, being the
worst [of the deviant constitutions] is furthest removed from being a constitution" (IV,2,1289b2).
Aristotle considers a political world characterized by two kinds of confrontation : first the
confrontation between oligarchic and democratic cities, wich is punctuated by tyrannic episodes
(which is actually the Greek world he had before him) ; second, the confrontation within each city of
an oligarchic party and a democratic party, struggling for power.



Aristotle proposes a unified explanation for the fact that both oligarchy and democracy are deviant
constitutions, viz. that both the democratic and the oligarchic parties consider absolutely just, and
therefore a just basis for the control of the constitution, what is merely just from their own point of
view. More precisely, democrats think that political power should be shared on the basis of free birth,
whereas oligarchs think that the distribution of power in the city should be proportional to the wealth
of the citizens. Consequently, in oligarchies the wealthy people who have the power in the city deprive
the multitude of the poor of significant political participation, and, on the other hand, in democracies,
the mass of the poor who control the constitution dispossesses the rich.

Deviant constitutions are not immobile realities, but are instable states "full of sound and fury", that is
full of contradictions and struggle. In fact, two directions are actually open to deviant constitutions :
"where there is an oligarchy, the aim may be to make the government more oligarchic or less so ;
where there is a democracy, the aim may be to make it more democratic or less so ; and similarily in
the case of the remaining constitutions, the aim may be to tighten or loosen them" (Politics
V,1,1301b14).

As to the tightening of the constitution, in democracies as well as in oligarchies, there is a tendency of
the ruling class to monopolize the power. There is a very interesting passage at Politics 1V,6,1293a21
in which Aristotle considers different kinds of oligarchy, from the less to the more tightened forms :
"if property owners are fewer and their properties greater than those mentioned before (...) the
property owners being more powerfull, expect to get more. Hence they themselves elect from among
the rest of the citizens those who are to enter the governing class. But as they are not yet powerfull
enough to rule without law, they pass a law of this sort", i.e., presumably, a law which makes legal
this mode of election of the magistrates. Aristotle clearly suggests that, if they had had the power to do
so, they would have suspended the laws. But a city which is no longer governed by laws is no longer a
political community, but a "dynasteia".

From this we may draw two conclusions. (i) The first one is explicitely considered by Aristotle : the
last stage of deviant constitutions, oligarchies as well as democracies, is tyranny, tyranny being
typically a regime which is not led by laws but by the desire of the tyran. Tyranny establishes itself by
different means, for instance with the help of demagogues, and this is why it may come from a
democratic regime. But I dont want to consider this here. (ii) The second conclusion is not explicit in
Aristotle : if the spontaneous tendency of oligarchy and democracy is to tend towards a form of
tyranny, i.e. to depart from political life ; if, on the other hand, the only obstacle capable of preventing
such an exit from political life is that the people in power are not strong enough to govern without
laws (because, in the case of an oligarchy, for instance, the democratic party in the city is strong
enough to oppose such an enterprise), then we must conclude that it is the resistance of the ruled class
to the hegemonic enterprises of the ruling class which maintains the possibility of a political life for
cities and citizens.

Presumably, the resistance of the ruled class may be the reason for which a constitution should be
loosened : if, for instance, the democratic party in an oligarchy is strong, the oligarchs in power have
to take the democratic requirements into account, and, therefore, make the constitution less oligarchic,
i.e. to loosen it.

That most of the actual constitutions are deviant constitutions is as much of a riddle as the fact that
most people are vicious, even though virtue is the main condition for happiness. In addition to the
difficult problem of the presence of evil in a good nature, we may find in Aristotle's definition of



democracy a social cause of the democratic deviation. In Politics 111,8, Aristotle points out a difficulty.
Etymologically, "oligarchy" means the "domination of the few". What then shall we say about a city in
which the majority having the power in the constitution is rich, and only few citizens poor ? Would it
be just to call it a democracy ? No, answers Aristotle, because in the very concept of democracy is
included the condition that people in charge of the constitution are poor (or, at least, are not rich),
whereas in an oligarchy it is wealth that gives an access to power. But, according to Aristotle and most
of Greek philosophers, poor people cannot be virtuous for many reasons that we have not to consider
here. The populace, because of its desire for revenge against the wealthy, but also because of the
necessity for the poor to be paid if they want to be full time members of the assembly, etc., cannot but
dispossess the rich.

Concerning oligarchy, things seem to be simpler, because the desire to have more, which is
characteritic of the oligarchic Weltanshauung, seems to be quite common in the human race, and
specially among the rich.

Therefore, if the power is left in the hands of the poor or of the rich alone, this will end in a tyranny.

No constitution is completely bad

Aristotle's doctrine concerning the deviant constitutions is a balanced one, and this has been
unsufficiently noticed by commentators. Commentators on the Politics have mainly focused on the
critical aspect of Aristotle's jugment, which states that oligarchs are wrong to think that citizenship
should depend only on wealth just as democrats are wrong to think that any free born man should have
an equal share of power in the city. That is why, in Aristotle's words, none of them grasp "the whole of
what is just in the most authoritative sense" (o0 mav 10 kvolwe dixaiov, 111,9,1280a10). But in saying,
in the same sentence, that "all grasp a justice of a sort, but they go only to a certain point" (néyxpt Tvllg
mpoépyovtar), Aristotle recognizes that they are partially right.

In fact, the democrats are right to consider freedom and equality the basis for political life, because
Aristotle defines political power, which is perhaps the main topic of his political investigation, as "a
kind of power exercised over people who are similar to each other, i.e. free" (I111,4,1277b7). But the
oligarchs also are right to think that political participation to power should depend on the contribution
of each to the welfare of the city, even if they are wrong to consider that the only factor to be taken
into account is wealth.

We come here to one of the most salient features of Aristotle's political philosophy. Of course, Plato,
before him, already had the idea that the legislator may, and sometimes should, combine some
characteritics of different constitutions. But Aristotle's version of this is unprecedented. He considers
the combination of democratic and oligarchic traits to be possible in two opposite ways. If the
constitution combines oligarchic greed of gain with the democratic tendency to despoil and oppress
wealthy people, the natural tendency of such a constitution will surely lead to a kind of tyranny,
regardless of whether oligarchs or democrats prevail over each other and are strong enough to impose
their own point of view. But if the legislator is wise enough to combine the democratic taste for
freedom and the oligarchic idea that power is something which should be merited, this results in a
right constitution. More precisely, Aristotle's doctrine is that a proper mixture of democracy and
oligarchy results in a polity.

But a polity is a right constitution, i.e. an excellent constitution in given circumstances. In fact, all
right constitutions are excellent because they give power to virtuous people, the effect of this being



that virtue diffuses in the civic body and that, at the end of the day, the citizens reach a happy life. The
differences between right constitutions are mainly due to the number of virtuous people : when one
man is virtuous, it is just and advantageous to make him a king, whereas when a small number of
citizens are virtuous, the city should be governed by an aristocracy. Polity is the excellent constitution
adapted to a city with many virtuous citizens.

My intention is neither to give an account of this extraordinary doctrine, which makes excellence the
result of a mixture of bad components, nor is it to outline the unprecedented field of action it opens to
the legislator. For the main way to obtain such a mixture is progressive change in the laws of the city.
In an oligarchy, for instance, the legislator and/or the stateman may counterbalance the oligarchic
character of the executive power by introducing some democratic elements in the judiciary part of the
constitution. Parallel measures should be taken in order to mitigate a democracy. But, of course, the
reaction to an excessive oligarchy or an extreme democracy may take the form of a revolution, a
solution that Aristotle, though reluctant to encourage it in many cases, does not absolutely rule out. Let
me just remind you that this dosage enterprise of the legislator may also combine deviant and right
constitutions, at least as intermediary stages towards excellence. It is in such a way that at Politics
V,1,1317a2, for example, Aristotle considers "oligarchic aristocracies and democratically inclined
polities".

Up to this point, democracy and oligarchy can be described as the two sides of the same coin : both are
partially wrong and partially right, and excellence results from the right mixing of their positive sides.
What I want to show now, is that even though democracy and oligarchy are equal, one is more equal
than the other.

Democracy is essential to Aristotle’s political philosophy

We should first be aware that Aristotle is the first political philosopher in the full sense, and may be
the last one. This means, first, that the polis is, according to him, the framework and the condition of a
fully human life. From the very beginning of the Politics, Aristotle departs from other political
philosophers on two points : first, in considering that political power is a specific form of power (this
means that the sateman does not, or rather should not govern his fellowcitizens in the same way a
father governs his wife and children, or the master governs his slave) ; and, second, in claiming that
the stage of the polis in human history is its final stage, because the city is the natural society in which
men may find the happy life ("while coming into being for the sake of living, the polis exists for the
sake of living well", 1,2,1252b29). This means, among other things, that a man can find his self-
fullfilment only as a citizen, and more precisely of a citizen of a polis governed by a right constitution.
Such a position is at least curious in a philosopher who was the master of Alexander the Great, the
gravedigger of the political era in Greece.

It is quite easy to acknowledge that there is a kind of kinship between politics (understood in the
etymological and proper sense of what concerns the polis) and democracy. This is true in history as
well as in Aristotle's political philosophy.

Today's historians are aware of the differences which exist between ancient Greek democracies and
what we today consider a democracy ought to be. The main difference is the exclusion of the vast
majority of the inhabitants of the city from citizenship. In 317 BC, Demetrius of Phaleron ordered a
census in Athens, the result of which was : 21 000 citizens, 10 000 metics, 400 000 slaves. I think that
slaves women were compted among the slaves, but free women were not compted among the citizens.
This means that there were more than 20 000 additional people (wives and daughters of citizens) who



were deprived of civil rights. The second difference is that, in Athens, but also elsewhere as we see in
Politics 111,2, the basic condition for being a citizen was "blood", i.e. being born of two citizens.

In fact, these differences are not as big as some have thought they are. After all, the modern apartheid
systems are often democratic : South Africa in the time of apartheid was a democracy, contrary to its
African neighbors who were, and still are, tyrannical regimes. And until recently great democracies,
like Germany, also based their citizenship on a genetic basis (Turks of the fourth generation in
Germany could not acquire citizenship, whereas the Germans on the Volga, who do not even speak
German, got it easily). Germany recently changed its legislation under the pressure from the European
Union.

And, more importantly, these differences do not rule out the fact, which the Greeks were aware of, that
democracy is more properly political than any other regime. Jean-Pierre Vernant pictures the new
situation initiated by the establisment ot the polis in this way : "besides private and particular houses,
there is a center where the public affairs are discussed, this center representing what is "common", i.e.
community as such. In this center everyone is equal to everyone, no one is subjected to anyone. In the
free debate which takes place in the center of the agora, all citizens define themselves as isoi, equal,
homoioi, similar. This is the birth a society in which the relation of man to man is conceived of as a
relation of identity, of symmetry, of reversibility" (Mythe et pensée chez les Grecs p. 154). We clearly
see, in the very famous speech by Pericles, reported by Thucydides, that democracy pretended to be,
compared to other regimes, the essential form of political life.

Now, what about Aristotle ? He obviously shares the common conception of democracy as the
political regime par excellence. Indeed, all the other regimes do mix a political orientation and some
pre-political aspects. This is obvious in the case of kingship, although there is a key difference
between an archaic king, whose power has religious roots, and a political king who submits to laws.
Aristocracies and oligarchies have to make a difference between first class citizens, who in effect
share political power, and free indigenous men who cannot be considered slaves or aliens, and who
should therefore have some limited participation in political power. The popular regime alone makes
all free men citizens in a full sense.

That Aristotle spontaneously defines political power as a democratic one may be seen in the
remarkable chapter III,1 of the Politics. Making a fresh start, this chapter first replaces the original
question of the (best) constitution with that of the city ("what is really a city ?", ti moté éotwv 1] mOALC,
1274b33), because a constitution is a "certain faxis of people living in a city" (1] d¢ moAwteia t@v Vv
oA oikoVvvtwy éoti ta&ig TG, 1274b38) ; and, second, it elaborates the question of the city in term
of citizen, because a city is "a kind of multiplicity of citizens" (1] yao méAG oAtV L MANOGG
¢otwv). Then, the basic political question the political philosopher has to answer is : "who should be

called a citizen, i.e. what is a citizen ?" (tiva xor| kaAelv moAitnv kat tic 6 moAitng €éoti okentéov,
1275al).

The question of who should be accepted as a citizen is, indeed, the crucial question for the legislator
and the political philosopher, because the answer to this question determines the form of the
constitution of the city under consideration : if there is no restriction to citizenship but that of birth, we
have a democracy, but if the acess to citizenship is more or less conditional, we have an aristocracy or
an oligarchy.



Aristotle's definition is quite realistic : the citizen is a man who shares in power : "the unqualified
citizen is defined by nothing else so much as by his sharing in judgement [or decision] and office"
(ToAltng d' amA@S 0VdevL TV AAAwV Opiletat pHAAAOV 1) T¢ HeTéXew KkEloews Kal AQXNG,
1275a21). This obviously goes against the Greek linguistic usage, which used to apply such a
definition not to citizens, but to officials (magistrates and politicians). In fact, Aristotle says, the
assemblymen and the jurors are the real magistrates, because they have the real power. And, as there is
no name to designate people who are both assemblymen and jurors, Aristotle proposes to call them
holders of "indefinite office" (ad6giotog aoxr), 1275a32). Finally, "the definition that would best fit all
called citizens" (1275a33) is therefore: those who participate in indefinite office.

Then comes an often neglected passage : "things which belong to underlying subjects differing in
kind, and for which one [of theses subjects] is prior and the other posterior, have nothing or very little
in common" (1275a35). If we apply this to the topic under consideration, we see that the constitution
is the underlying subject of the citizen ; but constitutions differ in kind (the only difference mentioned
here is that between right and deviant constitutions) ; therefore citizens of different constitutions at the
best have little in common, which means, as Newman says, that "no definition can be made to suit all
the types of the thing equally well" (1,242).

This means that "holder of an indefinite office", which has been presented by Aristotle as "the
definition that would best fit all called citizens", is not the definition of any citizen (many citizens in
an oligarchy, for instance, cannot be defined in this way). But, Aristotle says, "consequently, the
citizen will be different in each constitution. This is why the citizen as defined earlier is above all a
citizen in a democracy, and may possibly be one in other constitutions, but not necessarily. For some
constitutions have no démos" (1275b3). I think, as Newman does, that démos here means "popular
assembly".

Here Aristotle has recourse to a theoretical schema which is quite frequent in his corpus. This schema
includes of series of cognate realities, one of which is prior to the others. The remaining entities in the
schema relate to the prior entity as imperfect states are relate to the corresponding perfect one. In
ethics, for instance, the virtues of women, children, and barbarians are incomplete versions of the
virtues of the free Greek adult man. All the possible definitions of the citizen which apply to the
different constitutions, even though they have little in common, should be considered by reference to
the democratic definition. This is why, when considering the nondemocratic constitutions, Aristotle
writes that the assemblyman and the juror are so in definite offices. But Aristotle presents this
definition as a "correction" (dt0pBfwotv, 1275b13) of the basic one.

From this text, and from some others, we can conclude that according to Aristotle, democracy is the
"normal" version of political rule.

Let me now come back to the relationship between democracy and oligarchy, which I have already
claimed to be both right and wrong in some respect. In fact, polity is generally a democracy with some
oligarchic characters rather than an oligarchy with a touch of democracy. Of course the latter case may
exist in reality, but we should now see that it is not the case for the most part. 1 will propose three
arguments to show that this is so.

A. One of Aristotle's more frequent recommendations to the legislator is that the constitution he is
organizing should have the majority of the people on its side, or at least not against it. The reason for
this is constitutional stability, which is one of the main aims the legislator should have.



Aristotle is certainly not the conservative thinker some have pretended he was. This has been brought
to light by Jacques Brunschwig among others. But Aristotle thinks that, to have an ethical effect on the
citizens, the constitution needs time. This is why he is ready to accept some imperfect laws, which, if
not too harmfull, will be rectified later, rather than engage the city in an endless cycle of revolutionary
unrest.

"Democracy is more stable and freer from faction than oligarchy. For in oligarchies, two kinds of
faction arise, one among the oligarchs themselves and another againt the people. In democraties, on
the other hand, the only faction is against the oligarchs, since there is none worth mentioning among
the people themselves" (V,1,1302a8).

Contrary to some commentators, I dont see any contradiction between this explanation and that based
on strength which is offered elsewhere. Generally speaking, "the most important and fundamental
principle, often mentionned is to be carefull that the multitude which wants the constitution is stronger
than the multitude which does not" (V,9,1309b14, cf. IV,12,1296b13).

N.B. "often mentioned" : cf. 11,9,1270b21 ; IV,12,1296b14 ; 12,1296b13 ; 13,1297b4 (those who
participate in the constitution outnumber those who do not).

All this means that the party supporting the constitution must be stronger than the party which opposes
it. Now the absence of internal faction is one of the components of the strength of the people in a
democracy.

We may add that "as a lager quantity is more incorruptible (adwidpOogov), so the multitude, like a
larger quantity of water, are more incorruptible than the few" (II1,15,1286a31).

B. The extraordinary doctrine developped by Aristotle, especially at Politics 111,11, should be
considered once more. According to this chapter, "the many, who are not as individuals excellent men,
nevetheless can, when they have come together, be better than few best people, not individually but
collectively" (1281a40). This implies the extremely important conclusion that the multitude (under
certain conditions that I will consider below) possesses a collective phronésis and a collective dianoia
which exceed even those of virtuous and intelligent individuals. "Being many, each can have some
part of virtue and more precisely phronésis, and when they come together, the multitude is just like a
single human being, with many feet, hands, and senses, so too for their character traits and dianoia"
(1281b4). In the following sentence, Aristotle claims that the judgment of the multitude is better than
that of the specialists in the domain of fine arts, a position we have some difficulty accepting...

We should notice that Aristotle, perhaps with some irony, emphasizes that his position in favour of a
popular regime satisfy the requirements of the oligarchs : "It is just for the multitude to have authority
over the most important matters. For the people, the council and the court consist of many individuals,
and their collective property assesment is greater than the assesment of those who, wether individually
or in small groups, hold the important offices <in an oligarchy>" (III,11,1282a38).

But the sovereignty of the multitude is not unconditional. The people capable of collectively
exercising ethical and intellectual virtues must have some preliminary virtue. The idea that a great
number of moderately virtuous people can exceed in virtue few very virtuous people presupposes that
men of the multitude possess some virtue. But, Aristotle says, "it is presumably clear, by Zeus, that in



some multitudes it cannot possibly be the case, since the same argument would apply to beasts. For
what difference is there, practically speaking, between some people and beasts?" (I11,11,1281b18).

The people should then not be too vicious to meet the requirements of collective virtue. But, as we
have seen, it is ultimately poverty that makes the members of the démos vicious. This is why Aristotle
thinks that a good democratic regime should involve people with some revenue.The examination by
Aristotle of the different kinds of democracy in IV,6 is particularly instructive. From this chapter,
which I will not consider here in detail, it follows that two things may prevent people from having a
share in political virtue : first the need for revenue that makes people obssessed with money, and,
second, the lack of leisure. For a citizen, even if he is also a household manager and should, as such,
be concerned with acquisition of wealth, must not primarily be an "economic" man. It is often the
case, as Aristotle says, that democracies (or oligarchies) may exist with such people, because being
unable to take part in the political life, they let the laws rule the city. But such people are not citizens
in a true sense. On the other hand, when people of the démos solve the problem of leisure by being
paid by the city to attend the assembly meetings, the city becomes an extreme democracy, i.e. a
demagogic regime, in which "the multitude of poor citizens come to have authority over the
constitution and not the laws" (1293a9).

C. But we should be more precise on the question of the superiority of the multitude over virtuous
individuals.

There is, in Aristotle's political analysis, an important distinction between general matters which
depend on laws, and particular cases which depend on decrees. Aristotle's position is that the multitude
must be obedient to laws that have not been established by this very multitude. One of the signs that a
democracy has become a demagogic and arbitrary regime, is the substitution of decrees for laws : in
extreme democracies "the multitude has authority, not the laws. This arises when decrees have
authority instead of laws, and this happens because of demagogues. For in cities that are under a
democracy based on law, demagogues do not arise. Instead the best citizens [i.e. "the upper class of
citizens" Newman] preside. Where the laws are not in authority, however, demagogues arise. For the
people become a monarch, one person composed of many" (IV,4,1292a5).

Concerning the popular regime he is advocating, Aristotle adopts completely different positions in the
case of laws and in the case of decrees. In no way does Aristotle accept that the multitude be superior
to the laws. The chapter III,11 is quite clear on this point : as to the question of who should have
authority in the city raised earlier (1281all), "nothing is so evident as that the laws, when correctly
established, should be in authority, and that the ruler, whether one or many, should have authority over
only those matters on which the laws cannot prononce with precision" (1282b1).

Contrary to what a modern citizen might think, deliberation in the Aristotelian city is concerned
mainly with the application of laws to particular situations, not with the laws themselves. This can be
seen, among other texts in the chapter VL8 of the Nicomachean Ethics : "Political science and
prudence are the same state, but their being is not the same. One part of prudence about the city is the
ruling part ; this is legislative science. The part concerned with particulars (...) is concerned with
action and deliberation, since it is concerned with decrees and the decree is to be acted in a particular
form. That is why those people only are said to be politically active, for they are the only ones who
practice politics in the way handscraftsmen paractice their art" (1141b23).



But, as to the deliberation concerning the application of general laws to particular situations, the
argument of Politics 111,11 fully holds. For it is in the case of this kind of deliberation that we see
more clearly what Aristotle has in mind when he compares the collective virtue of the multitude with
"the many who are better judges of the works of art and poetry" (1281b6). As far as the establishment
of the laws is not concerned, this kind of deliberation related to particular cases is, in effect, better if it
is based on discussion involving many people. In the same way "a banquet to which many contribute
is better" (I11,15,1286a29).

Conclusion

Democracy is definitely a deviated polity and oligarchy a deviated aristocracy. But polity may, in fact,
be considered a kind of democracy, whereas oligarchy is not at all a kind of aristocracy. This is so
because in oligarchies, the criterion for taking part in political power is not virtue, but wealth. To
become a polity, then, an oligarchy has to be heavily rectified through the addition of democratic
dispositions. Cf. 1V,14,1298b26 : "in oligarchies, it is beneficial either to select some additional
people from the multitude of citizens to serve as officials or to establish a board of officials (...), and
then have the assembly deal only with issues that have been considered by this board. In this way the
people will share in deliberation, but will not be able to abolish something connected with the
constitution". On the contrary, a democracy which is not too much engaged in the way of a tyrannical
rule of the multitude, is easily enough transformed into a polity by adding some oligarchic features to
the democratic regime, in order to prevent the multitude from monopolizing the power.

First, the multitude must not be composed of very poor people, but should be composed of mesoi,
middle-class people. Second, the deliberation should concern the application of laws to individual
situations through decrees, not the laws themselves. This is consistent with two main oligarchic
requirements : that the citizen are not without revenue and that the people are not master of the laws.

The fact that Aristotle called the kind of democracy which has incorporated some
oligarchic/aristocratic traits a polity, "the name common to all constitutions" (Politics 111,8,1279a38),
shows, more than anything else, that Aristotle's political ideal is fundamentally a democratic one.
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nuag), oAl n dnpokpartio ival andkiion g woditeiog Kot Oyt 1 woArteio, amOKAIOT TNG dNUOKPATIOG
(mpotepandTNTa T7] Pioet).

O Apiototéing dev givor o povog mov emkpivel v dnpoxpatia. O XZokpdtng kot o [TAdtov fTav
emiong moAD emkpitikol. AAAG, av 0 AploToTéAng cvppepiletal oplopéveg amod Tig EMKPIGELS TOVS, OEV
amodEyeTal TV KOpa LOpen mov annvbuvay oty dnpokpartio, oniadn 61t n dnpokpatio eival Eva
KaKO kaBeoTdg, d10TL mapéyel e€ovaia, 1| kKdmown e£ovoia, 6 avOPOTOVG OVGLAGTIKA OVIKOVOUG Vo
AaPovv cmwotéc amopdoelg Aoyw dryvolag.

"Eva amokAdivov woritevpa

v 1o vopnon Tov ToMTELHATOV ond Tov APLoTOoTEAN, Aowmdv, TO va. €ivor M Odnpokportio
amokAivov kabeotdg onpaivel Tmg évag vopoBitng dev pmopel va Bempnoet Ot £xel emTedécel KOAL
TO £pY0 TOL, €6V 1 TOAN UE TNV omoia £xel VO KAVEL StaB€TEL dNUOKPATIKO KOBEGTMOS. AVTO onpaivet
0Tl 1 dnpokpartio dev amookonel 6To «Kowvd 6PEA0G», AAAL KaTELOVVETAL TPOS TNV IKOVOTTOINGN TV
CUUPEPOVIMV LG CLYKEKPLULEVNS TAENG, ONAadn Tov «AaoD» (Jijuog). Avtd onuaivel emiong 6Tt TO
KuBepvav Tunpo ™ TOANG dev Aapfdavel vowT, 1| eV AAUPAVEL ETAPKMG VIOYT|, TNV OTTIKY] YOVio
TV AoV T1aéewv, Wiaitepa tov mAovoiov. ‘Eva opfd molitevpa, and v dAAn mhevpd, eivar va
moAitevpo mov, amd v O TN Asrtovpyio Tov, OS1AdIdEL TNV OPETN OTO CAOUOL TOV TOMTAOV,
KAOIGTAOVTAG TOVG TOAITEG OAOEVO O EVAPETOVS KOL, KOTA TOV 1010 TpOTO, 0A0EVA O EVOAILOVEG.
Kot’ apynv, Aouwmodv, éva opBd moditevpa diver v eovcio 6e evApeTOLS AVOPOTOLS, 1| APETH TOV
omoimv gvvoeital oG £va Wwaitepo €100g apeThg, AVTO TOL 0 APICTOTEANG OMOKAAEL KTTOATIKY] OPETNY.
Tt onuaiver dvtwg mTOAMTIKY apeti eival éva SVGKOAO £pdTNUO, 6TO 0Ttoio Oev BEA® Vo LVTEICEAD®
TOpPa.

Yrdpyovv tpia €idn opBov kabeotdTOC, dnAadn N Pactreia, | aploToKkpaTio Ko 1) woliteio, Kal, KOTE
ovvénela, Tpio €idn amokAivovtog moAttevpatog, n onpokpatio, 1 oAtyapyio kot 1 tvpavvida. H
Topavvida, Opme, dvokola pmopel va Bewmpnbel amoxiivov moiitevpa, dedopévov OtL dev amotelel
KaBOAov moAitevpa: «n TVPAVVIdX, OVTOG TO XEWPOTEPO [0md Ta amokAivovTa ToMTEOHATA], AMEYEL TO
péylota amd 1o va ouviotd moiitevpoy (IV, 2, 1289b2). O Apiototédng £xel VLOYN TOV EVOV TOATIKO
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Kocpo mov yopoaktnpilerar amd dvo &idn avrmapdbeong: agevog TV avtimopdfeon HETOED
OALYOPYIK®V KOl ONUOKPATIKOV TOAEW®V, 6TV omoin mapepPdrliovtal Tupoavvikd enelcddia (KATL Tov
GLVIGTO GTNV TPOYLATIKOTNTO TOV EAANVIKO KOGLO OV €lYe UMPOGTA GTO LATIO TOV): OQETEPOL TNV
avTmopateor evtog kbe O LeTAED LIOG OMYOPYIKNG KOl H0G OMUOKPATIKNG TapdTasng otov
aydVo TOVG Yo TNV Katdktnon g eovaoiog.

O Apiototédng mpoteiver pov eviaio €€Qynom yuo 10 yeyovog OTL 1060 1 oAtyapyio 0GO Kot M
dnuokportio eivor amokAivovro moMrtedpota, dnAadn to OTL TOGO Ol SNUOKPATIKEG OGO KOl Ol
olyopyikég Tapatdéels Bempovy amoAVTMOS diKoo Kal, ¢ €K TOVTOV, GOGTN BACN Yo TOV EAEYYO TOV
ToMTEVATOC, O,TL €lval dikalo povo amd TN okomid ¢ kobepdc. Axpiéotepa, ot dnpokpoTiKol
Bewpov 6TL N ToMTIKY eovaia Ba mpémel va popdleTat e KPLTHPLO TV €K YEVETNS Elgvbepia, evd ot
olyapyikoi Bewpovv 6t 1 Katavour| g e&ovoiag otnv mOAN Ba mpémel va eivar avdioyn pe tov
TAOVTO TV ToAT®V. Emopévmg, otig olyapyieg ot edmopotl mov Katéyovv v g&ovcio oty moOAN
oTEPOVV amd 10 TANH0G TOV PTOYDOV aSIOAOYN TOMTIKY] GUUUETOYY], EVA, ATd TNV GAAN TAELPA, OTIC
dnpokpartieg n palo TOV TOYXOV TOV EAEYYXOVV TO TOATEV LA KOTAGYEL TIG TEPLOVGIES TOV TAOLGIMV.

Ta omokAivovta moMtebpota Oev €lval OMAPACHAELTEG TPOYUATIKOTNTEG, OAAG elval aotabeig
KATOOTAGELS «yeUATeS foun Kot povioy, dONAadn YeERATEG avTIPAGELS Kol TAATN. TNV TPOYLATIKOTNTA,
500 kaTevBvuvoelg avoiyovial UTPooTd oTa amokAivovta moATedpaTa: «Omov VIAPYEL OAtyopyia, O
010Y0G umopel va elval va kKataotel 1 dakvBépvnon meplocdTEPO 1 MYOTEPO OALYQpP)LKT® OOV
VIdpyel MMpokpatia, 0 6TOY0G Umopel vo ival vo KataoTel TEPLEGHTEPO 1 AyOTEPO OMLLOKPUTIKT® KOl
TOPOUOIMG OTNV TEPIMTMOOTN TOV VIOALOITMOV TOATELUATOV, 0 GTOYOG Hmopel va glval va evioyvBovv
eni 1o avotNPOTEPO N VoL Yarapdcoovvy ([lokitika V, 1, 1301b14).

‘Ocov agopd v evioyvon TG aVGTNPOTNTOS TOV TOAITELLOATOS, GTIS ONUOKPOTIEG KOODS Kol OTIC
olryopyleg vIapyeL pio TAoM TG APYoLcOS TAENG va povomwAel v gEovoia. Ymapyet €va moAy
evowapépov ywpio ota I[Hoiitika IV, 6, 1293221, 610 omoio o Apiototédng e&etaletl dapopeTikd €idn
olryapyiag, amd TV MyOdTEPO GTNV TEPIGGOTEPO OVGTNPT LOPPT]: KEAV O1 IOOKTNTEG TEPLOVGLDOV Elvar
Mydtepotl amd tovg mpoavaPepBEVTEG Kal o1 TEPLOVGieg TOVG PeYOADTEPES (...) EPOGOV Ol IOOKTNTES
MEPLOVGLAV €lvaLl 10YLVPOTEPOL, TPOGIOKOVV VO AVENCOVY TIG TEPLOVGIEG TOVS. G €K TOVTOL, Ot {d101
EKAEYOUV HETOED TMV VIOAOITOV TOAMTOV €KEIVOLG OV TPOKELTOL VO €1GEABOVY GtV KLPepvdoa
TéEn. Emedn opmg dev givor akdun apketd woyvpoi dote va kKuPepviocovy diymg vopo, Bétovv Evav
T€T010 VOO, ONANSY, KaTd Taca ThovoTNTa, £vay VOLO ToV KOOIoTH VOULO auTd TOV TPOTO EKAOYNS
TV ONUOcIeV Agttovpydv. O AploToTEANG LTOINADVEL GOEXOS OTL, vV ElYav TN SVUVAUN VO TO TPAEOLV,
Ba siyov avaoteilel Tovg vopovg. AAAG o TOAN oL movel va diEnetal omd VOOV Ogv givarl Tl Lo
TOATIKY KOwOTNnTa, 0ALG pia dvvaorzeia.

Amo avtd pmopovpe va egaydyovpe dvo ocvunepdopata. (o) To mpdto avayvopiletar pntd and tov
Ap1oToTéM: T0 £6Y0TO GTASIO TV ATOKAIVOVTIWV TOATEVUAT®V, TOV OAYOPYLOV OT®G EMIONG KOl TOV
dnuokpotidyv, eival n topavvida, 1 omola eivar kaTd Kavoéva €vo KoBEGT®G TOL dev JEMETAL OO
vopovg, oAAG amd v emtBopio Tov Tvpdvvov. H tupavvida edpordvetal pe didpopa HEGA, A.Y. LE TN
Bonbewa dnpaywymdv, kot avtdg eivar o Adyog Yoo Tov omoio pmopel vo mpoépyeTon omd €vol
onuokpotikd kabeotdg. AALG Ogv 0éh® va eetdow avtd to onueio topa. (B) To dedtepo
CLUTEPOAGLO OEV GUVAYETAL PNTA 0O TOV APIGTOTEAT: €4V 11 0LBOPUNTY TAGN TG OALYapyiog Kot TNG
dnuokpartiog givai va tetvouv Tpog pio Lopen Tupavvidag, SnAadn va TapEKKAVOUY O TNV TOAMTIKY|
Com: €qv, amd v dAAN mhevpd, 10 poOvo gumddlo wavd va amotpéyel po tétown €600 amd v
moltikn Con etvar va daBétovy ot dvBpwmol oty eovcia apKeT oYL OOTE Vo KLUPBEPVOLV dixwe
vopovg (816t1, oty mepimton ag olyapyiog, Ax., M ONUOKPATIKY Tapdtaln oty wOAN sivat
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OPKETA 1oYLPN Bote vo avtitaydel oe éva TéTolo gyyelpnua), T0te Bo TPEMEL VO GLUTEPAVOLLE OTL
elvar n avtiotaon g apyOpevNg TAENG 0T NYEUOVIKA EYXEPNLATO TNG Gpyovcag TAENS TOL GuVTINPEL
T SVVOTOTNTO PG TOATIKNG (NG Yo TIG TOAELS KOl TOVG TOAITEC.

Daivetar Aomdv 0TL M avriotaorn g apyOunevng Ta&ng wropel va givar o Adyog ywo Tov omoio Oa
TPEMEL VO YOAUPDGEL Vo TOMTELHO: OV, A.X., I ONUOKPOTIKY Tapdtaln o€ pov oAyapyio givol
woyvPN, ot OAtyapykol mov Bpickovior otnv e€ovoia mpénetl vo AGBovy VITOYN TOVS TIG OTIUOKPOTIKES
aE1doEIC Kal, ™G €K TOVLTOV, VO KOTOOTHOOVY TO TOMTELHO ALYOTEPO OALYOPYKO, ONAMON Vo TO
YOAOPDOGOVV.

To 6t ta TEPLOGOTEPO AMO TO. TOMTEDLOTA TOV VIAPYXOLVV GTNV TTPAEN €ivol amokiivovta amoteAel
LLGTHPLO, 6TOV 1010 Pabud e To Yeyovog OTL 01 TEPIGGATEPOL AVOp®TOL Elval GavAOL, Tap’ OTL 1 APETN
elvar n kopuo TpobmdBeon ¢ gvdaipoviag. Extdg amd 1o dVGKOAO TPOPANUA TG TAPOLGIOG TOVL
KAKOL G€ £vav KOAO YOpaKTipa, LTOPOVLE Vo BPoVLE GTOV aAPloTOTEMKO 0pIGE TNG ONUOKPATIOG Lo
KOWOVIKY dttio tng onpokpatikng andkiong. Xta [loditike 11, 8 o ApiototéAng emonpoivel pio
dvokoAia. Etopoloykd, «olyapyio» onuaiver «kvplapyio tov Alyov». Tt 8o modpe Aowmdv yo pio
TOAN 0TV TEPIMTMOOTN TNG 0TOl0G 1 TAEWOYNPio TOV KoTEYEL TNV €£0VGIN 6TO TOAlTELNA Eivorl TAOVGL,
Kol povo Alyor moliteg @Tmyol; ®a frav cwotd va v anokaiéoovpe dnuokpatia; Oyt amovtd o
Aptototédng, d10TL oty 101 v évvoln Tng onmpokpatiog mepthapfdverar m mtpobmdOeon OTL o1
1BOvovTeg ToL ToAMTEOOTOG Elvar pTwyol (1], TOLAGYIGTOV, deV glval TAOVGLOL), EVD GE LAV OAryopyio
elvar o mhovtog mov divel mpocPacn omv efovsia. Opwg, cOpeove pe tov AploToTéAn Kot TouGg
mEPLEGOTEPOLS 0O TOVG EAANVES P1LocOPOLS, o1 pTwyol dvBpwmot dev umopovv va ival evépeTot yio
TOALOVG AOYOLG TTOV deVv elpacte vIoXpe®UEVOL va, eEetdoovpe Tdpa. O Aadc, Adym g embupiog Tov
Y ekdIKNoN eVOVTIOV TOV €UTOPOV, OAAL KOl AOY® TNG OVAYKNG TOV QTOY®V VO TANPOVOVTOL
TPOKEWEVOL va elvarl TANPN HEAN TG EKKANGIOG TOV dNHOVL KAT., dev Umopel mapd vo, KATAGKEL TIG
MEPLOVGIES TOV TAOVGIWV.

‘Ocov agopd v oAryapyia, Ta TpAyHoTo Qaivetal va gival arhovotepa, encdn N emtBopio adEnong
™G mepovaiag, n omoia eivarl yopokINPloTik) TG oAtyapywne Weltanshauung, eaivetor vo eival
OPKETA KOWN GTO avOpOTIVO YEVOC, €101KE HeTalh TV TAOVGI®YV.

Enopévag, eav n eovoia anopeivel ota g€plo TOV QTOYOV 1| TOV TAOVGI®V ATOKAEIOTIKA, avTd Ba
00MYNOEL GE LI TVPOVVIDAL.

Kavéve moriteopo dgv gival amorAdTOS KOKO

H Bewpia tov Apiototédn yia to amokAivovta moitedpoto ivar kalolvyiopév, Kot autd dgv €xet
YIVEL ETOPKAOC aVTIANTTTO amd Tovg peretntés. Ot pehetntéc tav Holitikwv €xovv emkevipwhel kupimg
oV emKputikny 01dotacn g dmoyng tov AploToTéAn, cOUPOvVe e TV omoio givor AdBog ot
olryapyikoi va vopiloovv 6Tt i 1010TNTO TOV TTOAiTN TTPémel va, e&apTdtal Lovo amd Tov TA0VTO, OTWS
akpBdg etvar AdBog o1 dnpokpatikoi va vouilovv 6Tt kébe ek yevetng eAedBepog dvBpwmog mpémet va
éxel {oo pepido oty gfovcia oty mOAN. Avtdg givor o Adyog vy tov omoio, OT®C Aéel O
Apototédng, Kavelg amd avtovg dgv oLAAOUPAVEL «TO OGUVOAO TOL TU glval dlkowo pe TNV
avBevtikdtepn onuacion (0 mav 1o kvpiwg dikatov, 111, 9, 1280al0). Opwg Aéyovtag, otnv idio
npdTAcT, 0Tl «OAOL CLAAAUPAVOLY éva €100G SIKALOGVUVNG, OAAL QTAVOLY LOVO PEXPIC EVOG onueiov»
(uéypt tvog mpoépyovrar), 0 ApLoToTéANG avayvmpilel 0Tt £gouv ev uépet dikio.

2y mpaypatikdTnTo, ol SNUOKPATIKol £r0uv diklo va Bewpohv v ehevbBepia Ko TNV 16OHTNTO OG TO
Bepélio g moAtikng Long, d0TL 0 AprototéAng opilel v moltikn e€ovoia, 1 omoia givatl icwg T0
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KOPLo BENA TNG TOATIKNG EPELVAG TOV, G «Eva €100G ££0VGI0G TOV aoKeiTal TAVMD GE AVOPOTOLE TOV
elvar 6potot peta&y Tovg, dnAadn eredBepowy (111, 4, 1277b7). AALG Kol o1 oAryapykol, eniong, Exovv
41K10 Vo TGTEVOLVV ATL 1] TOATIKY GLUUETOYN otV e&ovaia pémet va e€aptdral amd T GLUPOAR TOV
KaBevog oty gunuepia TG TOANG, aKOUN KOl oV GOAAAOLY OTaV BE@POoDV OTL 0 HOVOG TAPAYOVTOG
oL TTPENEL VO AApPAveTor voyT ivol o TAOVTOG.

Epyépoocte €dd oe éva amd to PacKOTEPO YOPAKTNPIOTIKA TNG TOMTIKNG GIAOGOPING TOV APIGTOTEAN.
BeBaing, mpwv and avtdv, o [TAdtov elxe 101 cvAAEPeL TV 10 OTL 0 VOLOBETNC UTOpEL, KOt PLePIKES
@opég opeilel, va ovvdvalel KATOW YOPOKTINPIOTIKO OLOPOPETIKOV TOMTELUATOV. AAAG 1
OPLOTOTEMKT €KOOYN OVTAG NG Wéag eivor dvev mponyovpévov. O Apiototédng Bewpel O6TL O
GLVOLAGLOGC ONUOKPATIKMOV Kol OAyopyIK®V ototyeimv givor duvatdg pe dvo avtiBetovg TpoTOvG. Av
70 moAitevpa cLVOLALEL TNV OALYAPYIKT ATANGTIO TOV KEPOOVS [E TNV ONUOKPATIKY TAoT AnoTeiog Kot
KATOSVVAGTEVONG TOV ELTOP®V, N PLGIKN TACT €VOG TETOLOL TOALTELLOTOG Bo 0ONYNGEL Giyovpa GE
éva €100g Tupavvidag, aveEAPTNTA A0 TO OV Ol OALYUPYIKOL 1] Ol ONUOKPATIKOL EMKPOATOVV Ol LEV €Ml
Tov 0 Kol gival apkeTd woyvpoi wote va emPdrovv ™ Sk TOVg Gmoyn. AAAG av 0 vopoBEtng
SaBétel v amapaitnn cOveon Yo vo cuvOLAceL T dnpokpatikn aicOnorn g edevbepiag pe v
olyopyikn wWéa 6t N e€ovoia glvar kdtt mov mpémel endllo va KepdnBel, avtd odnyel oe éva opbo
molitevpa. AxpiBéotepa, M Bewpio Tov AploToTéAn ovvicTatal 6To OTL OO VOV KOTAAANAO
GLVOLAGLO dNUOKPATIOG KO OALYapYiOg TPOKVTEL Lo woArTeia.

AN pio moditeia givor opB6 Toritevpa, dnAadr| Eva Gploto molitevpa VO OPIGREVES GLVONKEG. ZTNV
mpaypatikdtnTo, OAa To ophd moAttevpaTa ival Aplota £meldn TapEyovy £E0VGI0 GTOVS EVAPETOVS
avOpOTOLE, Le OmMOTEALECHA 1) OPET VA OLOXEETOL GTO CAUO TOV TOATMOV Kol, TEAKE, Ol TOAITEG Vo
amoktovv mpoécPacn oe pio gutuyopévn Con. Ov dapopéc petald tov opbdv moAltevpdTOV
opeidovtarl kupimg oTov apBpd Tov evapetmv avBpodrov: étav évag avBpmmog eival evapetog, eival
dikoto kot o@épo vo avaknpuydetl Bactitbg, eved 0tav évag Hkpog aplfpndg moltdv eivar evapeTot,
N mOAN mpémel va, kuPepvatal and pa aprotokpatio. H woliteio elval 10 dpioto moAitevpa yio pio
TOAN Le TOAAOVG EVAPETOVG TOAMTEG.

[Ip6Beon| pov dev glvarl o0Te va KAVO HoV EKTIUNOT VTG TNS EVIVTOGLOKNG Bewpiag, COLPOVA LE
Vv omoia 1 apioteio elval T0 AMOTEAEGHO EVOC LEYLLOTOG KOKOV GUGTATIKAOV, OVTE VO TEPLYPAY® TO
TPOTOPAVEG Tedio dpdong mov avoiyel atov vopobétn. Aot o kOplog Tpdmog Yo va. emttevydel Eva
Této10 petypo givor M TPoodevTikn Ttpomomoinon Tov VOp®V g mMOANG. Xe o oAvyopyic, A.x., O
vopoBétng M/kor o moMTikdg Avopog dVvATOl Vo OVTICTOOMIGEL TOV OAYopylkd YOPUKTNPO TNG
EKTEAECTIKNG £E0VGIOG LLE TNV EIGAYMYN OPIGUEVOV INUOKPATIKOV GTOEI®MV GTO SIKAGTIKO HEPOG TOV
moltevpatoc. Tlapdiinia pétpa mpémer va AneBovv yw v duPfivven g dnuokpotiog. AALG,
QLOIKG, M avTidpaon o€ pay vepPoikn oAryoapyio M pav axpaio dnpokpatio pmopel va AdPet
LOPON EMOVACTAOTG, Lo AVCT IOV 0 APLoTOTEANG, oV Kal ampoBupoc va v evBapphvel o€ TOAAEG
MEPUTAOCELG, 0ev amokAgiel eviehdc. Ag vrevBupicw pévo 6Tt avtd T0 GLVIVACTIKO EYYXElpNIO TOV
vopoBétn pumopet eniong va cuvoLAGEL AToKAIVOVTO Kol 0pBd TOAITELATA, TOVAGYIGTOV (OG EVOLAUES
otadla mpog v opioteia. Eivor pe évav térowo tpoémo mov ota llodimikg V, 1, 1317a2, m.y., o
ApPLoToTEANG SEYETUL KOAYAPYIKES APLOTOKPATIES KOl ONUOKPOATIKOTEPEG EKOOYEC TOAITEIOGY.

Méypirg €dd, 1 dnpokpatio Kot 1 oAtyapyio. Hwopodv vo TEPLYPOPOVY MG Ol dVO OYELS TOV d10V
vopiopatog: apedtepeg sivar ev pépel AavBacpéves Kot v LEPEL CMGTEG, KAl 1 0ploTein TPOKVTTEL
amd v opn avapelEn Tov BeTikdv TAevpdVv TG Kobepdc. Avtd mov BEAo va deiEw topa givor OTt,
evd M dnpokpatio Kot 1 oAryapyia eival iceg, n pio etvor o ion omd v GAAY.
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H dnpoxpatio givar 0 TopnRveg T1g TOATIKNG PLAL0G60QI0G TOV APLETOTERY

[pémer ko’ apyds va yiver avTiAnmto 6Tt 0 AploToTéAng eivol 0 TPpMTOG TodiTikOS PIAMOGOPOG LE TNV
TAPN onpacio Tov 6pov, Kot iIcme o0 TeElevTaiog. AvTd onpaivel, TPMTOV, OTL N TOALS gival, GOLEMVA
pe tov 1010, 10 mAaiclo kot n mpobmdbeon pog TANpoG avBpomivng Cmng. ‘Hon and v apyn tov
Holitikdhv, 0 APLoTOTEANG TTOUPVEL OMOGTACELS A0 AAAOVG TOATIKOVS PLAOCOPOVS G€ dVo omnueio:
nphToVv, Bewpdvtag 6t N TolTiky eEovaia givar pia ek popon egovoiag (avtd onuaiver 6tL o
TOMTIKOG Gvopag dev aokel, 1 LOAAOV dev TPEMEL Vo, 0oKel EE0VGT10 GTOVG GUUTOAITES TOL pe TOV id10
TpoOmo oL évag matépag ackel eEovoia 6T Yuvaiko Kol To Todd Tov, 1| 0 APEVING 6TOV dOVAO TOL):
Kal, 6gvTePOV, Voot pilovtag 6Tt To 6TAd0 TG Tolewe otV avBp®dTIVN 1oTopia elvar TO TEMKO TNG
0TA010, €mMEWN N WOAN €ival TO PLGIKO KOW®VIKO TEPPAAAOV TTOV TAPEYEL GTOVS AVOPAOTOLS TN
dvvatdtnTa va TETOYoLvV TNV gudaipova {on («evd dnpovpyeitat xapty Tov {ijv, 1 oA VIApYEL YOPLV
oV &0 (jvw, 1, 2, 1252b29). Avtd onpaivel, petaéd GAAmv, 6Tt évag avOpmmog pmopel va emtTvyel TV
QVTOTPAYUATMOGT TOL LOVO MG TOAITNG 1], OKPIPESTEPO, MG TOAITNG LIAG TOAEWS OV SEMETAL OO £V
0pB6 moAritevpo. Mo tétota B€om elvatl TOVALYIGTOV TOPAEEVT, TPOEPYOLEVT] OO £VOV PIAOCOMO TOV
Ntav 0 dackarog Tov Meydhov AreEAvopov, Tov vekpoBAeT TG TOALTIKNG enoyng oty EALGSa.

Eivol apketd gdkoro va avayvopicovpe Ot vdpyel €va €100G GLYYEVELNS OVAIESH GTNV TOATIKY
(vmd TV gTVHOAOYIKN Kot 0pB1] vvola avTOD TOV BEOPE TNV TOAV) Ko Tn dnpokpatio. Avtd 1oyvEeL
1660 61NV oTopin, GO Kol TNV TOALTIKN PIA0GOPIn TOL APIGTOTEAN.

O1 6VYYPOVOL 1GTOPIKOL £YOVV ETYVOOT TOV SLAPOPDV TOL VILAPYOVY OVALESH GTIG apyaieg EAANVIKEG
dnuokpartieg kol o€ avTd TOL ofuepa Bempeitan 6T opeihetl va givar  dnpokpatio. H kdpla dtapopd
elval 0 OmMOKAEIGHOG TNG GUVIPIMTIKNG TAELOYNOIOG TOV KATOIK®V NG TOANG amd TNV 1310TNTe TOV
moAitn. To 317 n.X. o Anpitprog o @ainpedg diétaée amoypaen omnv ABNva, To AmOTEAEGUO TNG
omotog Mtav: 21000 moAiteg, 10000 pérowkor, 400000 dovAot. Nopilw Ott ot yuvaikeg dovAoL
ooumepAapavovtay 6Tovg doVAOVS, OAAG ol eAelBepeg yuvaikeg 0ev GLUTEPIAAUPAVOVTIOV GTOVG
moAiteg. Avtd onpaivetl 6Tt vVANPYOV TeEPLsdTEPa amd 20000 emumAiéov dtopa (Yovaikeg Kot KOpEg TV
TOMTAOV), T0 0Toi0. GTEPOVVTAV TOMTIKOV dkotmpdtov. H devtepn dwapopd sivar 6ti, otnv ABiva
0AAG Kot aAAOD, OTtmg PAémovpe ota [loditixa 111, 2, Bacikn tpobmdBeon yia va ivar Kaveic Toiitng
Ntav To «oipoy, dnAadn va giye yevvnOet and 600 moliteg.

2NV TPAYHOTIKOTNTA, 0VTEG O SLPOPES OV givan TOGO peyddec 660 Tig Bedpnoav kamotot. EEGAAov,
T0. cOYYpOvVA GLOTHHOTA amapTYAvT givol cuyvad dnuokpotikd: 1 NoOTww Aepiky v €moyy Tov
OTOPTYAVT NTOV Lo dNUOKPATIO, o€ avTiBeon He Ta YEITOVIKA TNG APPLIKOVIKG KPATN TOL NTAV, Kot
eEaxolovBovv va eival, Tupavvikd kabeotdta. Kar péypt mpdoeata peydieg ompokpaties, onwg n
Feppavia, Beperiovav emiong v vankodtto oe yevetikn Pdaomn (Todpkor tétaptng yevidg ot
Feppavio dev pmopodoav vo AmOKTNGOLV LANKOOTNTA, v ot ['epuavoi amd tov BoOlya, mov dev
plobv kav yeppovikd, v émopvay evkoAa). H Ieppavia dAhace npdopata ) vopobesio g vrd
v migon ¢ Evponaiknc Evoong.

Kat, 10 onpoavtikdtepo, avtég ot dlopopég dev amokAeiovy 1o yeyovog, Tov omoiov ot 'EAAnveg elyav
cvvaicOnon, 0Tt évag aveTPd TOMTIKOG YopaKTPoS aprdlel ot dnpokpotio TEPIGGOTEPO AT O,TL
o€ omolodNmote GAAo kabeotdc. O Jean-Pierre Vernant aneikoviletl ) véa KatdoTaon Tov El0NYAYE N
eykafidpvon g molewe oG eENG: «ektdg omd TO ATOUIKA, TO WIOTIKA OTITIO, VTAPYEL £va KEVTIPO
omov cv{ntovvtal ot dNUOGLEG VITOBEGELS, KL 0LTO TO KEVIPO AVIUTPOCMORELEL O,TL €ival «kovdy», TV
Kowotnta cov kowdtnta. Méca ¢’ avtd 10 KEVTPO, 0 Kabévag eivarl i6og e Tov dAlov, kavévag dev
vrotdooetol o€ kavévay. X’ autny v ekevBepn cvlnnon, mov d1egdyeTon 610 KEVIPO TNG AYOpdG,
o6lot o1 moliteg opilovtar cav iooi, cav Suoior. BAémovpe vo yevvigtor por Kowmvia, 0mov 1 oyéon
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avBpdmov mpog GvBpomo voeitor pe TN HOPEY] MG  OYECNG  TOLTOTNTOG, OCULUUETPLOG,
avtiotpentotTTacy (Mobog kai oxéyn atnv opyoio EALdda, ptep. . Tewpyovdn, ceh. 191). Oaiveton
Eexabapa, otov mepipnuo Adyo Tov Ilepuin mov mapadider o @ovkvdidng, 6TL  dnpokpatio giye TV
a&lwon va tapovcialetal, o€ cLYKPLOT Le GAAL KOBEGTOTA, MG 1] KATEEOXV LOPPT TOMTIKNG LOTG.

Kot 0 Aptototédng; Zaemg o Aptototéing cvppepiletal v Kown avtidnyn mepi onpokpatiog ®g Tov
kateEoyv moAltikol Kabeotdtog. [Ipdypatt, dAa to GAAL KAOECTOTA AVAUELYVOOLV EVOV TOALTIKO
TPOGUVOTOAICUO LE OPIGUEVO TPO-TOMTIKE oTolXeln. AVTO elval mPoQavéG GTNV MEPIMTOON NG
Bactieiog, poiovott vmapyel o Pacikr] daopd HETOED €vOg apyaikod PactAMd, Tov omoiov n
efovoia éxer Bpnokevtkd Bepédio, kar evog moltikov PociMd mov vrmodkewralr ce vopovg. Ot
OPLOTOKPATIEC KOl O1 OALYapYIEC VITOYPEOVVTAL VO SLOKPIVOLV AVALEGH GE TOAITEG TPDTNG Kot yopiog,
01 0moiot VEHOVTOL OVTMG TNV TOAMTIKY e&ovaia, kot oe eAebBepovg avtdybovec, ot omoiot dev propovv
va BewpnBovv dovAotl 1 addodamol kot dukatovvTal, EMOUEVOC, KATOLN TEPLOPIOUEVT] GUUUETOYN OTNV
moltikn e&ovoia. Movo 10 Aaikd koBeotdc Kab1oTd moliteg e v TANPN évvola Tov Gpov OAOLG
ToVG eAeVBEPOVG GVOPEC.

To 611 0 Apirototédng opilet avBdpunta v TOMTIKY €£0VGT0 WG ONUOKPATIKY], UTOpEl KOVElG va, TO
d¢et oto a&loonpeinto kepdiato 11, 1 tov IHolitikwv. lpaypatomoldvtag o véa apyn, To KeEPAAolo
avtd TpdTA avTIKAfIeTd TO apykd CRTNUA TOV (KOADTEPOV) TOATEVNATOG e eKEIVO TNG TOANG («TL
elvar 6vtog pio mOAN;», tf mwoté éotrv 1 moiig, 1274b33), kaBotL éva mohitevpa sival «po opiopévn
70cic Tov avBponov mtov {ovv cg po mOANY (7 d¢ moliteio @V v mOlv oikovviwv éoti TalIS Tig,
1274b38)- émeta, avantvcoel To {RTNUO TG TOANG He OPOLG TOAMTAOV, EREWN Hio TOAN glval «éva
eldog mTANBovg TOATOVY (7 yap mwOAiS mwolit@v Tt wAOOS otiv). X1 CLVEXEW, TO POCIKO TOMTIKO
EPMTNUO OV OQPEIAEL VoL AMOVTAGEL 0 TOMTIKOG QIAOGOQOG gival: «molog mpémel va ovoudleton
moAitng, oniadn Tt eivor moMng;» (tiva ypn Kalelv moAitny kai tic 0 moAityg éati okemréov, 1275al).

To {mnpoa Tov Toog mpémet va yivel 0ekTdC WG MOAiTNG ival, TPdypatt, To KPIGIHO EPpOTNLUM Y10 TOV
VOHOBETN Kot TOV TOAMTIKO PIAOCOPO, EMEWDN 1 AMAVINGT 0TO £pOTNULA avTd Kabopilel T pLopen Tov
TOMTEOLATOC TNG TOANG VIO eE€TOON: €AV 1) 1O1OTNTA TOV TOALTI) €V VTOKEITOL GE KOAVEVOV TEPLOPIGLO
extog amd T yévvnon, €xovue dnpokpatio, evd €av 1 wpdsPacn oy WOTNTO TOV TOAiTN €ivor
Mydtepo N mEPLGGOTEPO VIO OPOVGS, £XOVILE OPLGTOKPATIO 1] OALYapyia.

O opiopdg Tov Apilototédn givor apketd peaMoTikdg: TOAITNG eivan dmolog aokel £ovaia: «o TOAITNG
®¢ T€TO10G dev opileTar amd Timote AAAO Tapd HLOVO O TO Vo, LETEXEL OTIG KPIoeLS [ amopdoelg] Kot
ot aSiopatay (modiths 6’ amid¢ 0vdevi TV dAAwv dpiletar udllov ij @ uetéyelv kpiocewe kol apyig,
1275a21). Avtd mpopovmg aviiaivel onv eEAANVIKN YAOOGIKY cOppaoct, n onoio £dtve évav TETo10
0PSO OYL GTOVG TOAITES, OAAG GTOVG A&LOUATOVYOVS (SIKAGTEG Ko TOALTIKOVS). TNV ovcia, AEEL O
ApLoTOTEANG, Ol TPAYLATIKOL SIKAGTEG Elval T PLEAT TNG EKKANGIOG TOV ONUOV Kol Ol £VOPKOL, EMELON
avtol &ovv v mpaypatiky eovoia. Kat, dedopévouv 0TL dev vmdpyel 6pog mov va mpocdtopilet
000v¢ givol Kot pEAN NG eKKANGIoG TOL ONUOVL KAl €VOPKOl, O APLOTOTEANG TPOTEIVEL VAL TOVLG
ATOKAAECEL KOTOYOLS «oKaBOploToL alidpatocy (dopiorog dpyn, 1275a32). Tehkd, «o opiopdg mov
Ba taiprale kalvtepa 6e GAOVG 6601 amokaiovvTal ToAiTeS (1275a33) elvat emopévmg: 6GOL PHETEYOLV
oe akaBopioto a&iopa.

2 ovvéyewn akoiovbel éva cuyvd mopapeAnpévo ywpio: «To TPAyHOTO, TO OWOl0 CVKOLV GE
VTOKEIPEVA TTOV SLUPEPOVY MG TPOG TO €100¢, Kot Yio To omoia To £va [amd avTd To vTokeipeva] eivat
npdTEPO KOl TO GAAO VOTEPO, dev €yovv Kapia, 1 €YoV €AdylOTN GLYYEVEWL TO £€vo. LE TO GAAO»
(1275a35). Edv avtd epappootel oto 0épua vmd ocvlinmmon, katovoovpe 6Tl 10 mwoAitevua eivon
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VTOKEIPEVO TOV TOAITN: OAAG Ta mOAttevpATA SaPEPOVY WG TPOG To €160 (1 povn dlapopd mTov
avaeépetal edd sivar avt) petad opbdv Kol ATOKAVOVIOV TOMTEVUATOV): ETOUEVMG, Ol TOAITEG
SLOLPOPETIKMV TOATELUATOV £XOVV GTNV KOADTEPT TEPIMTOON EAAYIGTO KOWVE, TPAYLA TOV GNUOiVEL,
omw¢ vrootnpilet o Newman, 6t1 «dev pmopel va emttevyBel kavévag optopog mov va taplalet e&icov
KaAd o OAa Ta €idn Tov mpdypatooy (1, 242).

Avtd onuoivel 6Tl 0 «KATOYOG 0KABOPIGTOV AEIMUATOCY, TPAYLA TOL £YElL TAPOVLCLOCTEL OO TOV
Ap1ototédn 0¢ «o oplopdg Tov Ba Taiplale KaAvTeEpa 6 OAOVG OGO ATOKOAOVVTOL TOAITESY, dev glval
0 oplopdg KaOe molitn (moArol moAiteg o€ pia oAtyapyia, A.x., OEV LITOPOVV VA OPIGTOVYV KOT® OVTO TOV
tpomo). Onwg Aéelt 0 Aplototédng, «katd cvvémewn, o moAitng Bo eivar dwpopetikdg ce kdbe
molitevpa. o Tov Adyo avtd o moAlng dmwg opioTnke TPoNyoLpéEVeS givol Tdve ar’ OAa ToAlTNG
poag dnpokpartiog, kot pmopet evdeyopuévag vo givor moiitng evog dAlov moATELHATOG, OAAG Ol KOT’
avaykn. AdTt og Kdmolo ToALTELHATA dEV VIAPYEL oFjiocy» (1275b3). Oswpd, pali pe Tov Newman,
OTL O7jro¢ €0® onpaivel «ekkAncio Tov 61Lovy.

210 onueio avtd, 0 APLoTOTEANG KOTAPEDYEL G€ £vol BEPNTIKO GY L TTOV ATAVTE OPKETA GLYVA GTO
épyo tov. Avtd to oynpe TEPIAOUPAVEL Lol CEPA CLYYEVMOV TPOYLOTIKOTTOV, €K TOV OToiwV 1 pio
elvar mpodtepn v dAlwv. Ot vdAoweS ovidTNTEG 6T0 GYNHa oxetilovtal pe TV mpdTEPN OVIOTNTA
OmmG o1 ateAelg kataotdoelg oyetifovol pe v avtiotoyn téiewa. Xtnv N0y, A.Y., Ol APETEC TOV
YOVOIKOV, TOV TodldV, Kot Tov BapPdpmv eival ateielg ekdoyés tav apetdv Tov gAedBepov Erinva
eviidika avopa. OAot ot mBovol opiopol Tov TOAITN TOL GYVOVY GTO SPOPETIKA TOMTEVHOTAL,
LLOAOVATL £X0VV EAAYIGTO KOV GTOLYElD, TPEMEL VO AVAYOVTOL GTOV ONUOKPOTIKO OpIGd. AVTOg givat
0 A0Y0G Yo TOV 0moi0, Katd TNV €£€TaoT TV U SNUOKPATIKOV TOMTEVHATOV, 0 APIGTOTEANG YPAPEL
OTL TaL ASIOUATA TOV LEAOVG TG GLVELELGONG KOt TOV eVOPKOL givan kabopiouéva. AMAG 0 AploTOTEANG
mapovctdlel avtd Tov 0pIopd wg d1Opbwon (diopbwarv, 1275b13) tov Paciko.

Amo 10 ywpio ovtd, KOl OmO KAmTOW GAAC, UTOPOVUE VO GULUTEPAVOLUE OTL, GUUE®VO UE TOV
Aprototédn, n dnpokpartio €ivol 1 «KAvoviKn» €K30YN TNG TOATIKNG dtakvBEpvnong.

Ag emavélBo todpo omn oyxéorn avapeca ot onpokpation Kot TV oAtyopyic, ot omoieg €y MM
vrootnpigel 6t glval 1660 0pBég 660 Kol AavBacuéveg oe kKbmowo Pabpd. Xtnv mpaypatikotnta, M
mwoliteia €lval o€ YEVIKES YPOUUES Lo ONUOKPOTIO e KOTOLO OALYOPYIKE XOPAKTNPIOTIKE Kol Oyl Lo
olyopylo pe pilo mveld onpokpatioc. AcQoaidg, m 0ebTepn ekdoyn Hmopel va VTAPYEL OTNV
TPAyLOTIKOTNTO, 0AAG B0 Tpémel va avTiAneBope 0TL 0V TO deV 1Y VEL OTIG TEPIOCOTEPES MEPUTTMOCELG.
Oa mpoteive tpio emyepnpato vIép ovTOD.

A. Mio and T cvyvoTEPES CLOTACELS TOV APIGTOTEAN TPOG GTOV VORoBETn lval To TOAlTELHLO TOV
aVTOG 0PYOVAOVEL VO EYEL TNV TAELOYNPi0 TOL A0V e TO HEPOG TOV, 1} TOVALYIGTOV O)L EVOVTIOV TOVL.
O AOYog yio ovTo givor  toMtelokn otabepdtnTa, 1 omoia gival £vag amd TOVG KUPLOVG GTOYOVG TOL
TPEMEL VAL £Y€L 0 VOLLOBETNG.

O Ap1oTOTEANG OTOCONTOTE JEV EIVAL O GLUVTNPNTIKOC GTOYAGTNG TOV KATO0L IoYVpicTNKAY OTL TAV.
Av16 10 é0¢€1&e 0 Jacques Brunschwig petald dAlov. Opwg o Apiototédng Bewpet 0T1, Tpoxeévon
va €yl o nokn enidpaon otovg ToAiteg, To ToAitevpa ypelaletal xpdvo. Avtdg givor o Adyog mov
elvar TpoBopog va dextel Kdmolovg ateleic vopovg, ot omoiot, xwpig va eivatl vrepfolikd emlnpiot, Oo
SopBwhodv apyotepa, avti vo eumAéEovv MV WOAN oe évav 0€voo KUKAO ETAVAGTOTIKMOV
avaTOPAYADV.
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«H dnpokpartio eivar otabBepdtepn kot datopdocetal Alydtepo omd OTAGES GE GYEOM HE TNV
olryapyia. Aot 0TI OAyapyieg TPOKVTTOLV 60 €101 GTAGNG, A 6TACT 0T0 E0MTEPIKO TNG 10106 TG
oAtyopyikng mopdtaéng, Kot o GAAN evavtio otov Aad. ZTig dnpoKpaties, and tnv GAAN TAgvpd, 1
pévn otdon eivor EVAVTIO GTOVG OALYaPYLKOVG, £POGOV dev VTTApYEL Kapio A&l AOYOL GTO EGMTEPLKO
Tov 1610V Tov Aoy (V, 1, 1302a8).

Avtifeta pe oplopévoug peretntés, dev PAEm® Kapio avtipaon avapeso e avty TV e£Nynon Katl 6€
exeivn mov otnpileTor oty oYY, TV omoia 0 APloTotéAng mpoteivel oe GAAD onpeila. Xe YeEVIKEG
YPORUES, «1 ONUAVTIKOTEPN Kot BepeMmdEcTePn apyn, KOl TOV Guyva avagépbnke, sival n mpocoyn
®ote 10 TAN00¢ Tov embupel To woAiTeELUA VO Elval 1GYVPOTEPO amd TO TANBOC OV dev TO emBLUED
(V,9, 1309b14, mppA. 1V, 12, 1296b13).

Inp. «mov cvyva avoaeépnken: PA. 11, 9, 1270b21- IV, 12, 1296b14- 12, 1296b13- 13, 1297b4 (6c01
LETEXOVV TOL TOALTEVLLATOG VITEPTEPOVY EKEIVAOV TOV OEV LETEXOVV).

Ola avtd onpaivouy 61Tt N Tapdtaén mov vrootnpilel To ToAiTeLHA TPEMEL VO Eivan 1oYVPOTEPT] O
mv moapdtaén wov avirtiBetar oe avtd. Tdpa, N anovcio ecOTEPIKOV eEeyépoemv elval pia amd Tig
GUVIGTMGEG TNG 1oYV0G TOL ACOV GE Lol dNHLOKPATId.

Mmropobpe va TpocBiécovpie 0Tl «OT®G o PLeyaAvTepN TosoTNTA £ivar Mo adidebopn (adiapbopov),
¢to1 Kot 10 TAN0og, cav pa peyaAidtepn mocdtnTa vePoU, givar mo adidpBopo and tovg Alyovey (111,
15, 1286a31).

B. H gvtunoocioxn Bewpila mov avantdicoel o Apiototédng, edikd ota [loditika 111, 11, Ba mpémer va
enoaveéetacbel. Toppava pe avtd to kKeQAAalo, «ot ToALol, ot omoiol w¢ dtopa dev gival dpioTot, Top’
Ol0 VT PITOPOLV, aPOTOL £xovv cvykevipwbel pali, va eivor kaAdTePOL amd Alyovg AploTovg, Ol
OTOUIKE aAAG cvAAoYKO» (1281a40). Avtd cuverdyetal TO €£0PETIKA OMUOVTIKO GUUTEPACHLO OTL TO
mA00¢ (Vo opiopéveg TPodTobEcelg mov B e£eTACWM GTN CLUVEXELN) KATEYXEL L0 GLALOYIKY @povyoLy
KOl [0 GUAAOYIKY d1dvoiay mov VIEPPaivOLY aKOUN Kol EKEIVEG TOV EVAPETOV KOl EVOVOV ATOL®V.
«Epocov eivar moAloi, o kabévoc pmopel va €xetl Kamolo pepidio apetng Kal akpBEotepa ppovicews
Kal, 0Tav ovykevipmvovtal pali, To TAnfog elval akpifmg 6mmg éva avBpmmvo ov, e ToAAE Toda,
YEPLOL KO OCONOES, KOl TOPOUOIME Yo TA YVOPIOUATO TOVL YOPOKTAPO TOVG KOl TN O1dVoIovy
(1281b4). Zmv epdon mov axorovBei, o Apiototédng oyvpiletar 6TL M Kpion tov TARBoLG eivan
KOAVTEPN OO EKEIVI] TOV EOIKMOV GTOV TOUEN TOV EIKACTIKAOV TEYVAOV, Uit BECT TOV SVCKOAEVONAGTE
KATMG VO ATOOEYTOVLLE. .

Oosihovpe vo Tapatnprioovpe 0Tl 0 AploToTéAng, Iomg pe kdmoo epwveia, vreptovilet ) Béon Tov
VIEP €VOG ATKOD KOOEGTDTOG e TPOTO TTOV VO IKAVOTOLEL TIG TPOJLYPaPES TV olyapyikav: «Eival
dikoro To TANB0¢ va £xet eEovoia ent Twv onpavtikdtepov (ntnudtov. Enedn o Aadg, n fovAn kot to
dwooTplo amoteAobvTal omd TOAAG ATOMA, KOl 1| EKTIUNOT TNG GLAAOYIKNG TOVG Teplovaiog eival
peyaAbTEPN Oomd TNV eKTiUNoM NG meplovciog ekeivav mov, eite aTokd €lte o€ LUKPEG OUAOES,
KATEYOLV TO ONUOVTIKA a&idpota <og po oAryapyio>» (I, 11, 1282a38).

Opwg 1 kuplapyio Tov TARBovg dev eivar dvev Opwv. Ocot gival wovol va aokKovy GVAAOYIKE NOKES
KOl TVELHOTIKEG apeTEC MPEMEL va d1afétovv kdmoto TpokatapkTiky apeth]. H 18éa 6Tt évag peydiog
apOuog petpiong evlpetov avBpodmwmv pmopodv va Eemepvodv oe apet Alyovg TOAD €vVAPETOVG
avBpdmovg mpobmobEétel 1L Ta PEAN Tov WANBoVE Exouv Kamow apet. AALY, Aéel 0 AploTotédng,
«etvar Tpo@avdg capés, pa tov Ala, 0Tt 6€ optopéva TANON avtd dev pumopel va 1oyvEL, €pOcOV To 1810
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emyeipnua Ba ioyve kot oo Ta Onpia. A0t O SLOPOPE VIAPYEL, OLGLUOTIKE, HETAED KATOLWV
avBponwv katl tov Onpiov;» (111, 11, 1281b18).

Juvendc, o A0OG mpémel va punv givar vepPorlkd @OOAOC TPOKELUEVOL VO OVTOTOKPIVETOL OTIG
OTOLTNOELG TG GLAAOYIKNG apeThS. AALG, OTmG eldapie, eivar eviélel 11 TOYEW TOL KAO1GTA TO, PEAN
oL duov eavia. I'’ avtd Tov AdYo 0 APloTotéAng motedel OTL éva KOAO ONUOKPATIKO KoOEGTMG
mPEMEL va. gumeplEyel Atopa mov dtabétovv kdmown €coda. H e&étaon amd tov Apiototédn tov
SoopwV WOV NG dnpokpatiog oto kee. IV, 6 givar Wdwitepa dSo@oTIoTIKY. ATO 0VTO TO KEPAALO,
T0 omoio dev Ba eEeTdCM AENTOUEPDG TAOPO, TPOKLATEL OTL OVO TPAYHATA EVOEYETOL VO ATOTPEYOLV
TovV Aad amd To Vo £YEL £vol PLepidlo GTNV TOALTIKY GPET: TPMTOV, 1| AVAYKY Yo 6000 TOV TPOKAAEL
0TOVG aVOPAOTOVS ELUOVI Y10 TO YPALUA KoL, de0TEPOV, 1 EALEWYT GYXOANG. ALOTL £vog TOAITNG, AKOUN
Kot av givar emiong vrevBuvog dtayeiplong EvOG VOIKOKLPLOY KOl TPEMEL, MG TETOLOC, VO AGYOAEITAL LE
™V amOKTNOT TAOVTOV, deV MPEMEL va gival KOTd KOPLO AOYO €vag «OIKOVOUIKOS» Gvopag. Zupupaivet
ovyva, Onwg Aéel o Apilototédng, va vrdpyovv dnpokpaties (1 oAyapyieg) pe T€T010Vg avOpdTOLG,
eMeWdN, AvAUTOpOoL vo AAPouvv pépog otnv oMtk (®1], a@nivouy Tovg VOHoLG va KuPepvoldv v
mOAN. AAAG avtol ot GvBpwmol dev eivar moliteg pe v yviolo €vvola Tov 6pov. Ao TNV GAAN
TAEVPA, OTOV TA LEAT TOV J#pov AOVOLV TO TPOPANLUA TNG GYOANG LE TO VO TANPOVOVTOL OO TNV TOAN
YL VO TOPOKOAOVOBOUV TIC GLVEAELGELS, N TOAN yivetor po axpaio onpokpatio, OonAadn £€va
MUoy®YKod KaBeGTMS, 6TO 0m0i0 «T0 TANBOC TV PTOYDOV TOAT®V Kuplopyel eni Tov TOMTEOHATOG
Ko Oyt ot vopow (1293a9).

I'. Ilpénel 6pmc va eipacte akpPéotepol 660V apopd 10 CRTNHA TS LTEPOYNG TOV TANOOVS ATEVAVTL
OTO EVOPETA ATOLLOL.

Ymhpyet, TNV TOMTIKY] 0VOALGT TOL APIGTOTEAN, UK GNUOVTIKY SAKPLoN HETOED YEVIKAOV BepdTmv
oV €EAPTAOVTAL OO VOHOVG KOl EWOIKOV TEPMTOCEMV OV e&apTdvTol and dwtdypata. H 8éon tov
Aprototédn givarl 6TL To TANB0G opeiietl va, elval VTTAKOVO GTOVG VOLOLS oV dev £yovv BeomicBel and
70 1010 avtd TANB0g. Mia amd Tig evdeilelg 6T 1 dnpokpatio £xet yivel Eva dnpayoyikd kot avbaipeto
KaBEOTMG €lval 1 VIOKATAGTACT] TOV VOU®V amd SoTdylato: oe akpoieg dnpokpatiec «to mAn0og
eEovotdlet, Oyl o1 vopol. Avtd TPOKVTTEL OTOV KLPLOPYXOVV TO SATAYHOTO OVTL TOV VOU®V, TPAypo
mov cvpPaivel egontiog Tov dNpaywy®V. AlOTL 6 TOAELS Ol OTToieg SIEMOVTAL AT oL OMULOKPATIO TOV
Baciletor otov vopo, dnpaywyol dev mpokHmTovy. AALL TPOEdPEVOVY Ol KAAVTEPOL TOATEG [ONA. «N
avatepn TaEN moltodvy Newman]. Qotdc0, dTav ot VOROL SV KLpLapyovV, TPOKOHTTOUY SMUay®Yol.
A10TL 0 A0dg yiveTar povapyng, éva dtopo amotehovpevo omd moAlay» (I1V, 4, 1292a5).

‘Ocov apopd 10 Aaikd Kabeotdg mTov mpokpivel, 0 AploTtoTéAng vioBetel eVIEADS SLPOPETIKES BEGELC
OTNV TEPIMTOGN TOV VOU®V KOl GTNV TEPITTOON TOV ATOYUATOV. X Kapin tepintwon dev dExetal o
Aprototédng 1o mAnbog va vepéyetl Tov vopwv. To kepdiowo 111, 11 givon apketd capéc oto onpeio
avtd: G TPog To {NTNUE TOL TOl0G TPEMEL Vo, Kuplapyel otnv TOAN, 10 omoio ténke vopitepa
(1281al1l), «timota dev eivar 1060 mPoPaAvEG OGO OTL 01 VOLLOL, OTav £xovv BeomicBel cmoTd, Tpémetl va
Kuplapyovv, Kot 0Tt 0 dpyovtag, site eivor évag eite moAlol, mpémetl va Kuprapyel pdvo ent ekeivov Tov
BepdTov To omoia o1 vopot dev pmopovv va dievbetinoovy pe axpifeion (1282bl).

Ye ovtifeon pe 0,tt umopel va vmobBécel €vog oOYYpovog TOAITNG, M dwwPovAgvorn otV KT
Aprototédn TOAN acOAEITOL KVPIWG LE TNV EPAPLOYT TOV VOUWOV GE GUYKEKPILEVES KOTAGTACELS, Ol
pe tovg 1d1ovg Tovg vOprovs. Avtd eaivetal, HETAED GAA®VY yopiov, oto kepdiao VI, 8 tov HOikwv
Nixouoyeiwv: «n TOMTIKY] EMCTAUN KAl 1| epoévnon givor 1 {dlo KaTdoTacT, aAld 1 ovcia Tovg dev
elvar n 010 'Eva pépog g opdvnong oyxetikd pe v moOAN lval 1o kupiapyo HEPOG avtd givor
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vopoBetikn emotun. To pépog mov acyoreitat pe Ta cvykekpiuéva (...) aoyoAeital pe v mpdén Kot
T dfovievon, epocov acyoreitar e To datdypoto Kot To didtaypo mpénel vo tefel o8 TPUKTIKY
oYY UE O GLYKEKPIUEVN HopoeTn. Avtdg ivar o Adyog Yo Tov omoio povov gkeivol ot dvBpwmot
AéyeTon OTL glval TOMTIKG Evepyol, ETELDN €lvar 01 LOVOL TOL OIGKOVV TNV TOALTIKN [LE TOV TPOTO TOV Ol
TEYVITES AoKOVV TNV TEYXVN Tovg» (1141b23).

AMG, 660V apopd T 010P0VAEVCT GYETIKA [LE TNV EPOUPLOYN TOV YEVIKOV VOUW®V GE GUYKEKPLUEVES
KATOoTaoELS, To enmyeipnua tov Holitikov 1, 11 woydel TAnpwg. AdTt otV TepinT®on qvTov TOV
eldoovg dafovrevong Aémovpe KaBapOTEPA OVTO TOL £XEL KOTE VOU 0 APIGTOTEANG, OTAV GLYKPIVEL TN
GLALOYIKY] apeT] TOL TANBOVS e «TOVE TOAAOVG OV &ival KOADTEPOL KPLTEG TOV £PYMOV TEYVNG KoL
moinong» (1281b6). Xe 46,11 dev apopd v Béomion TV vOp®V, avtd 10 €idog duPfodigvong mov
oyetileTonl Le GLYKEKPIUEVES TEPUTAGELS £lval, Tpdynatt, KaAdtepo, edv Paciletor o€ culntnon pe
ovppetoy ToAl®v atoépmv. Katd tov 1810 tpdmo «Eva cuUmOclo 6TO OMOi0 GLVEICEEPOVY TOAAOL
elvar koAdvtepoy (111, 15, 1286a29).

ZopméPoopua

H dnpoxpatia eivar avapeifoio po amokiivovca zmoldizeia kor 1 oAyapyic o omokAivovca
OPLOTOKPATIO. ZTNV TPAYLATIKOTNTO OUMC, 1) Toditeio pmopel va BewpnBel Eva eidog dnpokpatiog, v
n olyapyio dev givor kaBolov éva €idoc apiotokpatiog. AvTO oyvel eMeWdn, OTIG OAyopyles, TO
KPUTNPLO Yo TN CULUUETOYN otV moATkn e&ovoia dev eivar m apet, aAAd o mAovtog. Ta va
petatpanei o moliteia, CUVENMS, Lo oAyapyio TpEmeL vo. VTooTel ekTeTOpéveg dlopbdoelg pe v
npocOnKn dnpokpatikdv tacewv. IpPA. IV, 14, 1298b26: «otig olyapyies, eivor evepyetikod gite va
EMAEYOVV EMIMAEOV ATOMO OO TO TANO0G TOV TOAMTOV Y10 VO, VINPETHOOVY G ASlOUATOVYOL, £iTE VO
ovykpotnBel o emrponn alopatodymv (...), Kol 611 GUVEXEWL VO EKYOPOVV GTN] CUVEAELOT TOV
TOATAOV TNV OVTILETMMION HOVO TV Bepdtev ta omoia £xovv £xovv eEgtaotel amd TV EMTPOTH AVTY.
Me avtd tov TpémO, 0 A0S Ba cvppetéyel oty dafovievon, xwpic dpmg va givor e Béon va
Katopynoet kdtt mov oyetiletat e to moiitevpoy. Avtifeta, o dnpokpatio Tov dev Exel mapacvupOel
VREPPOAIKA GE (o TVpOvVIKY eEovaio Tov TANBOVG, LETATPENETAL APKETA EVKOAN GE modiTeioy e TV
TPOGONKN OPICUEVOV OAMYUPYIKADV YOPAKTNPIOTIKOV GTO ONUOKPATIKO KAOEGTMG, TPOKEWWEVOL V.
amotpomnel To povommAto g eEovaiog amd to TANn0oC.

[pdtov, 0 mANBog dev mpémer va cvvtiBetar amd TOAD QTOYOLG ovOpdOTOLS, GAAL TpEmel va
ocvvtifetal anod uéoovg, avBpm®TOVG TG pLecaiag TAENC. Agutepov, 1 dtafovAgvon TPEMEL VAL aPopd TNV
EQOPLOYN TOV VOL®V GE LEUOVMUEVES TEPUMTAOOCELS LECH SLATAYHATOV, OYLl TOVG 1010VG TOVS VOLLOVC.
Avtd ovvadel pe d00 KOPLeg OAYapPYKEG TPOOLOYPAPES: Ol TOATEG VO Unv gival ympig éc0da Kot o
Aa6G va pnv Kuplapyel eni tov vopmv.

To yeyovdc 6TL 0 AploToTéANG omoKAAesE TO €100 TG SNUOKPATIOG TOV £YEL EVOMOUATMGEL OPIOUEVA
OALYOPYIKA/OPIOTOKPOTIKA YVOPICHOTE 7Toditeiav, «TO0 KOWO Ovoud OA®V TOV TOMTELHATOVY
(lloJatixa 111, 8, 1279a38), vwodekviel, mePGaOTEPO Amd OTIONTOTE GAAO, OTL TO TOAITIKS 1WOUVIKO TOV
Aprototédn givar BepeMmOmG dNUOKPATIKO.

Metdopaon
TIMdpyog MmoMepdxng
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